NWSGrand Junction, Coloradc
August2020

Climate Summary for Eastern Utah and Western Col

ProducedhyMegan StackhouseyMeteorologist

¥ & |
High pressure dominated the region at the beginning of August which brought continued hot g
dry conditions Criticalfire weather conditions the first and second weeks of the month led to ray

fire growth, particularly for the Pine Gulch Fire north of Grand Junction and the Grizzly Creek
which started on August 10th east of Glenwood Springs, Colorado. These wildfires, combined
those burning in the western U.S., led to widespread smoky and hazy skies across the area. 1
from some isolated storms along the Continental Divide, the hot and dry weather persisted thrg
the latter half of the month. A disturbance trekked across the region during the last few days of
month which saw moisture and the coverage of storms increase. This led to showers of rain in
areas, though gusty winds and lightning were the primattyreats from storms. A cold front movec
through the region on August 31st which brought cooler temperatures and scattered showers

thunderstorms to the area.

August was on average drier than normal across the region as 10 out of the 10 automated sta

found at airports across eastern Utah and western Colorado ended the month with below nor
precipitation. August was generally warmer than normal for most of the region with mean

temperatures ranging anywhere from 3 to 6 degrees above normal
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Pleasenote that all data mentioned is collected from our automated observing stations from 1
different airports across eastern Utah and western Colorado. Some of our cooperative observ
more remote areasnay have measured warmer or colder temperatures, or more or less
precipitation than what was mentioned in this summary
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The continued hot, dry and breezy conditions saw two major wildfires grow and persist acros
western Coloradothe Pine Gulch and Grizzly Creek firés of 9/18/20 the Grizzly Creek was 32,4
acres and 91% contained while the Pine Gulch Fire was 139,007 acres and 95% containe




